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How big can cuteness get? Al Freeman’s show
“PAINTING” (all works 2021) comprises eight
oversize replicas, in stuffed vinyl, of the tools
necessary to hang an exhibition: Soft Tape

Measure, Soft Box Cutter, Soft Spirit Level, even Soft Toothpaste (for the opening, I guess).
Mounted on the walls, the objects span up to just over two meters in length. Vibrantly colored,
poppy, and rotund, few artworks have ever so begged for a squeeze.

There’s a giddy allure to these sculptures. You’re tempted to touch them because you can’t: A
snook is being cocked at the prissiness of private galleries. The frugality of stuffing leaves each
piece only half-fattened, imparting to the objects the kind of welcoming slouchiness that dares
you to hurl yourself into them. But more than just sensual frisson, Freeman prioritizes deadpan
(and often self-deprecating) wit. For another recent series, “TOPS,” 2021, the artist created
pillowlike male figures that were naked below the waist. Or as she put it in an interview last
spring, “I made a bunch of dicks.”

“PAINTING” understands softness to be an equalizing force—an insurrectionist game in this
neighborhood. Paintings in Mayfair famously sell for whatever the blue-chip men demand, while
pizza can set you back £20. But Freeman’s Soft Pizza Box contains two uneaten crusts, while
each Soft Back of Painting (there are two, subtitled Portrait and Landscape, respectively)
conceals what presumably gives a canvas its value: the front. The works share not only a texture
but a goofy, down-to-earth appeal. Cute as soft, and cute as shrewd: Freeman’s tools are a
buoyant riposte to the serious business of art.

— Cal Revely-Calder

ARTFORUM INBOX

Register to receive our newsletters—The Archive, Must See, Dispatch, and The
Issue—as well as special offers from Artforum.

SUBMIT
All rights reserved. artforum.com is a registered trademark of Artforum International Magazine, New York, NY. Terms &
Conditions

artguide
ADVERTISE
SIGN IN

SUBSCRIBE
BACK ISSUES
CART

PRIVACY POLICY
CONTACT
FOLLOW   

E-MAIL

artguide NEWS SHOWS PRINT ARCHIVE COLUMNS VIDEO BOOKFORUM A&E 艺术论坛 NEWSLETTERS

https://www.artforum.com/ads/www/delivery/cl.php?bannerid=3358&zoneid=16&source=picks&sig=727b136fa1478abd94575cfee8076c250fcc779b4cd232030c2f81d7819c047e&oadest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.corbettvsdempsey.com%2Fexhibitions%2Fceleste-rapone%2F
https://www.artforum.com/picks/carl-kostyal-86925#
https://www.artforum.com/contributor/cal-revely-calder
https://www.artforum.com/picks/carl-kostyal-86925#
https://www.artforum.com/picks/carl-kostyal-86925#
https://www.artforum.com/ads/www/delivery/cl.php?bannerid=2514&zoneid=3&source=picks&sig=3632a59c93281771a087bce2066e8b5d860f08a380ba8d126b74feff83328870&oadest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.regenprojects.com%2F
https://www.artforum.com/ads/www/delivery/cl.php?bannerid=3090&zoneid=3&source=picks&sig=81dee4b4e91fe8795274e4956f1fa38c661a789cc69f55ac10f90a8d0065c2bf&oadest=https%3A%2F%2Femptygallery.com%2F
https://www.artforum.com/ads/www/delivery/cl.php?bannerid=3197&zoneid=3&source=picks&sig=580e3a1bd5e9de82380447e3688d02b7e07096dee87c93e6f01d238e350f2691&oadest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lehmannmaupin.com%2F
https://www.artforum.com/ads/www/delivery/cl.php?bannerid=2503&zoneid=3&source=picks&sig=9ecdbf8c5930d3b7502c63c9a1af7d83ccb2cb22e758a93c0b5006e828577a4e&oadest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ppowgallery.com%2F
https://www.artforum.com/ads/www/delivery/cl.php?bannerid=3176&zoneid=3&source=picks&sig=cbcbf8d5d28034195667d9609ab92f8a82cb82dde152b1f25111897774bc5f83&oadest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.marlboroughgallery.com%2F
https://www.artforum.com/ads/www/delivery/cl.php?bannerid=2507&zoneid=3&source=picks&sig=a2bd3bb0434f9c2191b212614e358fe9132fba6090e6418d953d1b46e810b402&oadest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gagosian.com%2F
https://www.artforum.com/terms

